Rabbit Adoption Questions 

1. Are you looking for a rabbit for yourself?

Good answer: For myself and my spouse.  We’ve talked it over, and this is the pet we really want.


Gray answer: (need to know more): For my boyfriend.

Bad answer: It’s for my little boy, who’s been bugging me for a pet.  (Unspoken thought: Who will care for the rabbit and notice when she is sick?  You are seeking a primary caretaker who is both emotionally involved and financially responsible.)

If the rabbit is to be a gift for an adult, explain that you need to speak with (interview) the person receiving the rabbit.  (Unspoken thought: unwanted gift animals are the first to be discarded.)  The only time I consider letting a rabbit be a gift for a child is when the gift-giver is also the primary caretaker, and qualifies in all other ways.

Any time small children will be in the rabbit’s home, I must be satisfied that the adults will supervise the children’s time with the rabbit.  Frequently, I describe a rabbit as an unsuitable pet for a small child.  Even the friendliest bunny may squirm, kick, nip, run away, or hide when confronted with an overzealous toddler.

2.  Who is in your family (who lives with you?)  Do you have any pets?
3.  What kind of rabbit are you looking for?
Questions 2 & 3 go together, because if the caller lives with roommates, children, dogs, or other pets, the rabbit must be compatible with the entire household.  The caller may answer, “A baby Netherland Dwarf,” but if she has a puppy or a baby in the family this could be the wrong choice.

There are two reasons to ask these questions early on: if the person wants a kind of rabbit you don’t have, then the interview can be concluded early.  Also, the easiest way to conclude the interview at any point is to state that you don’t have a suitable rabbit.
Example: you are uncomfortable that the caller has a Chow Chow puppy in the household.  You don’t want the caller to feel that he has been disqualified.  Say “The rabbits I have are scared of dogs.  Why don’t I call you if I hear of a rabbit who is used to dogs?”

4.  Have you had a rabbit before?
A.  The caller has had a rabbit.  You need to discover how the rabbit was cared for, where he/she was kept, and how the caller felt about the rabbit—using a series of conversational questions.


Good: has, or use to have, a house rabbit.


Gray: has kept a rabbit in a hutch.  (Is the caller receptive to the idea of an indoor rabbit?)


Bad: sees rabbits as livestock, children’s pets, or as needing a “natural” (outdoor) lifestyle.  Wants to use rabbit for magician’s act, or classroom pet.  (Rabbits kept in classrooms or on school grounds are vulnerable to harm from vandals.  They are lonely at night, and rarely receive veterinary attention.)

B.  The caller has never had a rabbit.  You need to establish the caller’s pet keeping history/philosophy.  Has the person had dogs or cats? What kinds of animals does he/she have sympathy for?


Good: the caller has or had a dog or cat that lived with her and was allowed to sleep on the bed and share human space.


Gray: No pet keeping history.  It’s a lot of work to educate a person.


Bad: An animal keeping style that distances the animal: a dog kept in the garage; an outdoor cat.  (Unspoken thought: for the rabbit’s mental and physical health, the guardian must share space/be close to the animal.)
5.  What happened to your previous pets?  (Unspoken thought: this will also be the fate of the adopted rabbit.)  If a rabbit or other pet has died, be sympathetic but find out the cause.


Good: the previous pet died while under veterinary treatment.


Gray: A rabbit or pet that died from an error in judgement or without veterinary treatment.  You need to hear that the caller plans to prevent this from happening again.


Bad: Gave away a pet because of moving—or for any reason.  (Unspoken thought: people capable of making a commitment to a pet, don’t “get rid of” the pet.)

6. Where will the rabbit live?

Good: In the house with me


Gray: We don’t know.  Is it true they can be litter box trained?


Bad: Oh, we have a hutch built and waiting.

At this point in the interview, the person may be trying to “guess” at the right answer.  A prospective first-time bunny guardian may be looking for guidance.  Since I want my rabbit to be member of a household, I rule out permanent outdoor accommodations.  A “natural” lifestyle is nice for the rabbit until she meets a predatory or needs veterinary attention.

Apartment dwellers sometimes keep rabbits openly, sometimes secretly.  I ask “Are pets allowed?” but I base my judgement on the overall interview rather than the answer.  Apartment dwellers can be pressured into giving away animals—but they can also be very loyal.  An apartment rabbit rarely ends up in a garage or hutch—although some people confine them to the balcony (lonely for the rabbit and dangerous if there is no shade).

7.  What do you expect from a pet rabbit?
This is a good time to ask a prospective first-time rabbit guardian, “Would you like me to describe life with a house rabbit?”  I go on to say: “Most house rabbit guardians start the rabbit in a cage, giving the rabbit more freedom as time goes by.  Supervised periods of time from the cage gives your rabbit time to adjust to your environment, and you time to discover what your rabbit will do.  Living with a house rabbit is rewarding but challenging, and requires some modifications in the environment.  First priority is bunny-proofing your electric cords—running them up the wall, behind the furniture or through tubing—whatever it takes so the bunny can’t get to them.”

“Rabbits are naturally litterbox trained, but most rabbits aren’t perfect.  Expect urine control, but a few droppings scattered here and there.  Sometimes the placement of the litterbox must be negotiated with the rabbit.”

A good first-time bunny guardian will have many questions.  They don’t all need to be answered during the first conversation—reassure the caller you will supply her with written materials.

Hint: if the person asks a series of questions such as, “Do rabbits chew?  Do rabbits get fleas?  Do rabbits need grooming?  you may get a picture of someone trying to evade the work of owning a pet.  A rabbit is more, not less, work than a dog or a cat.
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